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Faby
Okanagan College held a ribbon cutting for the opening of the new trades training centre at its Vernon campus. From left are: a plumbing and piping student; Gary
Herman, CEO of the Industry Training Authority BC; Steve Moores, the college’s dean of trades and apprenticeship; Ken Dahlen, owner of Keith Construction;
Melanie Mark, B.C.’s minister of advanced education, skills and training; Amanda Hodgson, college trades alumna; Stephen Fuhr, member of Parliament for
Kelowna-Lake Country; college president Jim Hamilton; Justen Peters, college alumnus; and a plumbing and piping student.
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A new $6-million trades training centre has opened at Okanagan College’s campus in Vernon.
The 1,250-square-metre centre will provide space for 150 students, 40 per cent more than could be accommodated previously.
Welding, carpentry, plumbing, pipefitting and electrical programs will be taught at the centre.

“With thousands of careers expected in the trades over the next 10 years, we need to ensure we are supporting a strong future
workforce,” Melanie Mark, B.C.’s minister of advanced education, said Tuesday in a release.

The cost of the new centre was split between the federal and provincial governments, with a $1-million contribution from the
Okanagan College Foundation.
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